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Congratulations 
and many thanks to 
all who voted in the 

School Board           
Election, and for the 

success of  the 
school budget!   

Massapequa will 
continue to shine as 

one of the best in 
Long Island! 

Dear Members & Friends, 
     It was my pleasure to serve as an officer on the Massapequa SEPTA board for the past three 
years. My first position was that of Vice President of Fundraising. It was a rewarding experience. 
Three years ago was the first year we ran our famous Joe Corbi pizza and cookie fundraiser 
throughout the district with the help of the six elementary school PTA’s, as well as JR/SR PTSA. 
I would like to send out a warm thank you to all of the Massapequa PTA’s for their ongoing    
support of Massapequa SEPTA.  

     After I completed my two year term in Fundraising, I was elected this year’s Co-President 
with Bonnie Goess. As a full time working mother, it was a challenging position. However, it 
turned out to be a successful year because of my partner and Co-President Bonnie Goess.  
Bonnie picked up the slack a lot this year- attending meetings during the day, getting flyers to 
liaisons, making agenda’s, hospitality and so much more. It was a sincere pleasure to be        
Co-President with Bonnie. I wish her all the best in her second term as Co-President with 
SEPTA’s incoming new Co-President LoriAnn Buffolino.  ~ ���������	
�

   Cathy did not mention that as Fundraising VP, she helped organize the Joe Corbi pizza and 
cookie fundraiser into the success it continues to be! She has helped begin our successful 
teacher liaison/SEPTA relationship and provided computer expertise, attended Council meetings 
when I could not, and designed our beautiful Certificates for Awards night.  I wish her some time 
for herself and her family after this busy year, and thank her for her willingness to step-up as  

Co-President this past year.  ~ ��

�	���	

 
     The end of the school year is quickly approaching, and we would like to thank the     
outgoing Executive Committee members, Stephanie Carpenter and Marta Kiernan, who did 
an incredible job in Programming and Membership. We also thank the committee members 
who have volunteered for a 2nd term, for their hard work and support of Massapequa 
SEPTA this year. We welcome the incoming Executive Committee; LoriAnn Buffolino as 
Co-President, Sandra Donovan as VP Membership, Barri Schaffer as VP Programming, 
and Dina Cafarella as Recording Secretary. A special thank you goes to all our Teacher 
Liaisons who joined the Executive Board this year. We wish everyone a successful next 
year working as a team for all our children.  

     As we get ready for summer vacation, SEPTA will continue to plan programs for the 
upcoming year. This Summer, Bonnie Goess will be attending the NYS PTA training at 
Summer Experience in Utica, NY.  All year long there are opportunities for you to attend 
workshops as well as two conventions, and we urge you to attend, to enjoy the training that 
is provided and understand how Massapequa SEPTA fits into a larger PTA!. 

     If you are interested in a particular committee or would like to volunteer as needed, 
please contact Bonnie at Bonjen97@aol.com or LoriAnn at LBuffolino@optonline.net. We 
need everyone’s help. The more volunteers, the more we can accomplish for ALL children.  

     The SEPTA membership drive will begin the first week of school, and we look forward to 
your continued support in the upcoming year. Membership dues enable us to provide    
programs and speakers at meetings as well as conduct our special events. Membership is 
available year round. 

We wish you a wonderful summer. Keep in touch. We welcome new ideas and volunteers 
any time! 

 

Sincerely,  

Cathy James, “Out going”  Co-President, and  

Bonnie Goess, Co-President 
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• June 4th  BOE          
Public Session 8PM              
Board Room 

• June 9th SEPTA      
Awards Night       
7:30PM McKenna      
Senior Center 

• June 11th                  
Officer’s Round Table 

• June 18th BOE         
Public Session 8PM              
Board Room 

• June 21st                
Happy Father’s Day! 

• June 26th                    
Last Day of School  

• June 29th  Elementary 
Summer Recreation    
Late Registration 

• July 4th                      
Independence Day! 
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President’s Message 



 And the Award Recipient is... 
Please join us as Massapequa SEPTA celebrates another successful year for all our    

children while we honor those who have truly contributed their time and their talents! 

Tuesday, June 9th, 2009 
McKenna Senior Center 

7:30 PM 
It’s a wonderful opportunity to meet the incoming officers and thank those for their past service. 

Refreshments will be served. 
All information will also be posted on the Massapequa SEPTA Website.  

 
 
 

 
Massapequa Special Education Parent Teacher Association, SEPTA, is a support organization serving every family 

who receives special education services in Massapequa, NY. 

Parents, grandparents, friends, teachers, and administrators are all 
welcome to attend our meetings to learn and share information. 
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Fordham University is holding summer reading skills programs 
locally at the Massapequa Presbyterian Community Church 

from June 20 to July 20.  Offerings for students from 4 years old 
through 11th grade will focus on phonics, comprehension, vocabulary, 

study skills and love of reading.  
Contact 1-800-978-9596 
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The programs include: Basketball, bowling, dance, flag football, fun with fitness, horseback    
riding, lacrosse,  recreation, shotokan karate, sports fitness, summer basketball, T-ball, track 

and so much more!                                                              
Visit the website http://www.ncpal.org/index.html 
 Or call the Massapequa Unit at 516 541-3621 

Nassau County Police Athletic League has a Special Needs Unit! 
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By: Brenda McLaughlin and Jane Voorhees Sharp  

Research about how much children lose ground over the summer is well documented. Harris Cooper 
of Duke University notes, "Overall, children experience an average summer learning loss across 
reading and mathematics of about one month" (1996). 
The thing is, though, kids don't have to lose over the summer. In fact, you can encourage your child 
to have a summer of fun and learning with these five free and easy things to do. Try them out!  
1. Read Every Day 
The Research: At the middle school level, reading four to five books over the summer has a positive 
impact on fall reading achievement comparable to attending summer school (Kim, 2004). 
Suggestions: Take your kids to the library often and let them choose which books to check out. Listen 
to books on tape. Subscribe them to a magazine. Take turns reading to each other. Allow your kids to 
stay up a half hour later at night as long as they're reading. 
2. Use Math Every Day 
The Research: The largest summer learning losses for all children occur in mathematical             
computation, an average of 2.6 months (Cooper, 1996). 
Suggestions: Practice the multiplication tables by making each point in a basketball game worth 7 
points (or 8 or 9). Ask your kids to make change at the drive-thru. Show your child how to go to 
www.coolmath.com to play math games. Make up math word problems in the car and at the dinner 
table.  
3. Get Outside and Play 
The Research: Intense physical activity programs have positive effects on academic achievement, 
including increased concentration; improved mathematics, reading, and writing test scores; and     
reduced disruptive behavior (Journal of School Health 1997). 
Suggestions: Find ways to ensure your child is active for 60 minutes each day. Have him or her walk 
the neighbor's dog, go swimming, play badminton or soccer, take walks, or go for family bike rides. 
Look for safe, fun ways to play outside together year-round. Go to Family Corner Magazine and PBS 
Parents for more ideas. 
4. Write Every Week 
The Research: More freshmen entering degree-granting postsecondary institutions take remedial 
writing courses than take remedial reading courses (NCES 2003). 
Suggestions: Ask your child to write a weekly letter to his or her grandparents, relatives, or friends. 
Encourage him to keep a summer journal. Have her write the family's grocery list. Organize a secret 
pal writing project for adults and kids at your church or in your community. 
5. Do a Good Deed 
The Research: Students learn better and "act out" less when they engage in activities to aid in their 
social-emotional development, such as community service (The Collaborative for Academic Social and Emotional Learning, 
2004). 
Suggestions: Encourage your child to help out neighbors or friends. He or she can volunteer with a 
local group or complete a service learning project. Suggest that your child set aside part of his       
allowance for charity. Look at Nickelodeon's Big Help web site together for more ideas. 
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As a parent, you play a critical role in your child's education during the summer, especially if your child has 
dyslexia. Without your help, kids are more likely to forget what they learned last year. A recent study estimates 
that summer loss for all students equals about a month of academic learning. Most likely, children with learning 
disabilities need even more reinforcement. Help them remember what they learned in school. That way they can 
start next year caught up or ahead of the other students in their class. Bring out their natural love of learning. 
And encourage them to read for pleasure without the pressure they experience in the classroom. Here are some 
summer strategies to help your child with dyslexia remember what they learned in school and see that reading 
can be useful and enjoyable: 

• Give them material that motivates them to read, even though they might find it hard to do. Try comic books, di-
rections for interesting projects, and mystery stories. Have them read information on possible activities as you 
plan your summer vacation. Let them decide what they want to read. 

• Support them as they read. Read their book aloud to them, help them decode, and make it easy for them to get the 
meaning. Even if a question is asked again and again or if you feel irritated, act happy that they asked. Show them 
that reading is a way to find out what they need to know, or even to entertain themselves. 

• Give them easy reading. Summer is supposed to be relaxed. Let them succeed and get absorbed in the book. 

• When you read with them, make it your goal to enjoy the book together. You don't have to make them read per-
fectly! Avoid too much correction. In school next year, the teacher will help them improve their skills. 

• Let younger children "pretend" to read. Read the story aloud together. Let them follow your voice. Have them 
look at the words as you point to them, even if they aren't actually reading. When they say the wrong word, say 
the word correctly and cheerfully while pointing to the word.  

• Read aloud to them as you do daily chores, sightsee, or sit on the beach. Read an instruction manual with them as 
you try to fix something. While visiting a museum, read the interpretive materials. If you see the slightest sign 
they want to read aloud to you, let them! 

• Model and teach persistence. When you are working on something that is hard, model the discipline and patience 
that you want them to show while learning to read. Teach them explicitly the value of working hard to do some-
thing challenging. Tell them inspirational stories about famous people -- or members of your own family -- who 
have overcome obstacles. 

• Accommodate their dyslexia. For example, if they have to read aloud in public, have them memorize their pas-
sage ahead of time. Ask the teacher or camp counselor to request volunteers to read rather than pass the book 
from one person to another. If you give them a recipe for cooking (or any project involving written directions), be 
sure that it is at their reading level and that the print is large enough for them. 

• Use technology. If you have a computer, equip it with software that reads aloud. See “Reading Software; Finding 
the Right Program” at ldonline.org. Let them load books into their electronic devices and listen to them at the 
same time as they read the printed book in their hands. Take a look at “On the Go: What Consumer Devices Can 
do For You.” also at ldonline.org 

• Use recorded books. Use Recordings for the Blind and Dyslexic or audio books. 

• Be a model of reading. Bring books to the beach and read them. If you are traveling, find a book for the whole 
family to read and discuss. If you are dyslexic, "read" your taped books on vacation, letting your child see you or 
give them their own tapes. Show and tell them how you overcome your own difficulties. 

• Have reading matter conveniently available. You might carry small children's books and magazines with you and 
have them ready when you must wait in line for those crowded amusement park rides and popular sightseeing 
destinations. 

The summer months are important to your child's academic development in two ways. First, they need to be 
reminded of what they learned during the school year so that they remember it when they return in the fall.  
Second, and perhaps more important, children with dyslexia can discover the joys of reading and other aca-
demic skills in the relaxed summer season. If nobody tells them they have to read to get good grades, they 
might just pick up a book and enjoy it. 
Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic (www.rfdb.org/) has a list of titles that are available for reading at Summer Reading. 
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MASSAPEQUA SEPTA has awarded three  
Mary Keryc Memorial Scholarships to: 

  

Samantha Gastman 
Laura Jakubowski 

Devyn Miller  
 

And the  
Florence Fitzpatrick Memorial Scholarship 

has been awarded to: 

 Dylan Floody 
 

Congratulations and Best Wishes to our    
recipients. 

A special THANK YOU to Lori Wolfe,     
Annette Gannon, Darlene Longo and     

Lyn Hinman, District  
Occupational Therapists, for their very   
informative presentation at our May 12 

SEPTA meeting.   
Parents were able to understand visual 
tracking and visual perception and how 

each effects a child's learning.   
They brought games for parents to look at, 

and explained how each game would       
address certain skills that a child needs    

to develop.   
Our children certainly have very exciting 

and stimulating opportunities in their    
OT sessions with our very professional 

therapists! 
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The Bridge is paid for by Massapequa SEPTA funds and prepared by a parent volunteer. 

 
 

ReadingRockets.org  
has many articles that can help you with 
summer reading! You know your child 

better than anyone. Choose the          
activities that they will enjoy. Be sure 

and accommodate their dyslexia as you  
follow these suggestions. 
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Massapequa SEPTA serves every 
family who receives 

special education services in our 
school district. 
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 eSpecialMatch.com 
is a website for       

social networking,          
dedicated to providing      

information, resources and 
support to families with    
special needs children,     

including autism, aspergers, 
down’s syndrome,     

speech-language disorders, 
ADHD and others. �

Co-Presidents  Bonnie Goess  541-1714     bonjen97@aol.com 
   Cathy James  804-9746     mcjjj@verizon.net 
VP Membership  Marta Kiernan  798-6107     kiernans5@verizon.net 
VP Programming  Stephanie Carpenter 795-7996     scarp53@optonline.net 
VP Fundraising  Lori Bonetti  797-5316     madison1021@msn.com 
Treasurer   Debbie Jewell  541-3705     jewell@optonline.net  
Recording Secretary Lori Ann Buffolino  795-8115     lbuffolino@optonline.net 
Corresponding Secretary Christine Ophals  797-5586     cmrays@aol.com 

School  Unit Liaisons 
Birch Lane   Kathie Kaufman  799-3719     okaufman@optonline.net 
  
East Lake   Martina Dearstyne  798-7262     martinad17@aol.com 
   Karen Young  797-3448     mctiggs2@msn.com 
East Lake Self Contained Bonnie Goess  541-1714     bonjen97@aol.com 
   
Fairfield   Cheryl Roach  799-3905     cheroach@optonline.net  
 
Lockhart   Marta Kiernan  798-6107     kiernans5@verizon.net 
 
McKenna   Lori Ann Buffolino  795-8115     lbuffolino@optonline.net 
     
Unqua   Sandra Donovan  799-9848     tsjmrottie@msn.com 
   Denise Buback  804-9477     buback@optinline.net 
Ames   Cathy James  804-9746     mcjjj@verizon.net 
Berner   Stephanie Carpenter 795-7996     scarp53@optonline.net 
MHS   Lydia Magaddino  798-4667     lcm724@aol.com 
Publicity   Beverly DelGreco  799-1418     beverlyd@optonline.net 

SEPTA Executive Board 2008/2009 
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Long Island Parent   
Center has resources on 
Summer Camp            
opportunities for         
students with 
special needs.  
Contact them at 
631-603-3300 


